NGLTF's Winter Party recap
Father Tony
March 3, 2009 5:00 PM
Now that Winter Party 2009 is completed, I wanted to take a moment to summarize my obvious
endorsement of the event and to dispel what I suspect are some false opinions about it.

Although it is difficult to overlook the dazzling beauty of the crowd of thousands who attend the
annual Winter Party Festival, this was certainly not just another circuit party. It is more of a
celebration of our LGBT culture at its most convivial, including art, music, yoga, brunch and more,
and, significant revenue generated by the event is of great benefit to some local social service
providers who rely on it to continue their work in the community. A Party with a Purpose is how
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force describes it.
I don't know the stats, but the Winter Party seemed to be more inclusive than ever, and you may
apply that opinion to gender, race or age.
I think most men my age feel the need to retreat from this type of gathering, and that is
unfortunate. No one heaped scorn on this grey hair or on the extra few pounds I retain to steady
my belt.

I'm also glad to have had the opportunity to attend some of the women's events where I was
greeted warmly and not at all as an interloper.
I also had the impression that there was a higher level of sobriety in the crowd this year. That
might be a function of the bad economy, but I am quite convinced that the act of weaving through
the massive crowd at the Pool Party and at the Beach Party was much less bruising.
I think there is something essentially tribal and healthy about the Winter Party that is at the center
of my recommendation that everyone ought to attend it at least once if not more often. And, if
you're single but wish to be coupled, you've really no excuse. That is where to look.
Hats off to the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force for their superb and smooth
management and coordination of this huge undertaking.
PS: OK. I tried not to say it, but even if none of the above is of interest to you, you should go to
the Winter Party just for the spectacle of the most beautiful semi-naked gay men and women in
the universe.

