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(LGBT) Americans

Of 863 survey respondents nationwide, 41 (5% lived in lllinois.
¥  66% reported that they had experienced discrimination and/or harassment based on their sexual orientation

¥  93% had experienced discrimination and/or harassment based on their race or ethnicity.

¥ Accordingto lllinois respondentsthe mostimportantissuesfacing APl LGBT Americansare mediarepresentations
(46%), hate violence/harassmer(#t2%), immigration (34%), and

domestic partnership/civil unions (32%). Who are APIs?
o ) The term Asian and Pacific Islanders (APIs)
¥ 90% of respondentdrom lllinois agreedthat homophobiaand/or  encompassea vastcollectionof ethnic groupswith

transphobia is a problem within the broader APl community. unique histories,culturesand migrationswithin botr

L their Asian or Pacific Islandsancestralcountry of
¥ 78% of respondentdrom lllinois agreedthat APl LGBT people origin and their experienceliving in the Un)i/tec

experienceracism/ethnicinsensitivity within the predominantly  states API includes people with ancestralties to
white LGBT community. ethnic groups located in:

. L . — ¥  South Asian countrieslike India, Bangladesl
¥ API LGBT Americansfrom lllinois arevery politically active:51% Pakistan and Sri Lanka:

of respondentplannedto vote in the 2006 mid-term election ¥  Southeast Asian countries like Vietnam

(approximately27% reportedthat they were ineligible to vote). Thailand and Cambodia:

Strongmajoritiesalsoreportedthatthey participatein otherpolitical ¥  East Asian countrieslike China, Japananc

activities, including signing petitions, participatingin marchesor Korea;

rallies, and contacting their elected officials. ¥  PacificIsland countrieslike the Philippinesanc
Indonesia;

¥ Only 39% of respondentsrom lllinois saidthat Englishwastheir  y  |ndigenous people of Samoa, Guam and Hav
native language Mandarin (15%), Cantones€12%), Hindi (7%),
and Tagalog(7%) werethe mostfrequentlycited native languages.
Nearlyall LGBT informationalandadvocacymaterialsare producedn English.Fewresources@reavailablein any Asian
language.

Demographic profile

¥ More thana dozenethnicitieswere representedn the samplefrom lllinois, including Chinese(34%), Filipino (22%),
AsianIndian (17%), Vietnames€7%) and Korean(7%). Smallernumbersof Japanesédylalaysian,Sri LankanandLaotian
respondents also participated.

¥ 56% of respondentérom lllinois identified asmen,34% aswomen,and 12% transgenderThis addsup to morethan100
% because respondents could select more than one option.

¥ 49% of respondentfrom lllinois self-identifiedasgay, 17% aslesbian,and 17% bisexual.12% identified as Oquee®The
remaining chose various other categories.

¥ 44% of respondentfrom lllinois reportedbeingin a committedrelationship,7% hada domesticpartner,7% weredating
and 37% were single. The remaining chose various other categories.

¥ 42% of respondents from lllinois reported being US-born citizens, 32% naturalized US citizens, and 27% non-US citizens

Context: U.S. Census data on Asian and Pacific Islander lllinoisans in same-sex couples !

¥  Accordingto analysisof datafrom the 2000U.S. Censughereareover 1,000APIs in same-sexouplesin Illinois, which
rankseighthout of the top ten stateswith the highestnumberof APIs in same-sexouples.Thereareover 38,000APIs in
same-sex couples nationwide.

API LGBT organizations in Illinois

¥ Invisible 2 Invincible
Asian & Pacific Islander Pride of Chicago
http://chicagoi2i.homestead.com

For more information and to download a copy of Living in the Margins: A National Survey of Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender Asian and Pacific Islander Americans , Visit www.TheTaskForce.org.

! Source: Gates, G., Lau, H., & Sears, B. R. (2006). Asians and Pacific Islanders in same-sex couples in the United States: Data from Cens
2000.Amerasia Journal, 32). pp. 15-32.



